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The purpose of this study was to examine the ability of young children to interpret the four emotions of happi-
ness, sadness, excitmemnt, and calmness in their own culture and a different culture. It was investigated whether there
were significant differences in interpretations of emotions toward four pieces of Japanese and four pieces of Chinese
traditional music, with happy-sad and excited-calm facial scales between Japanese kindergarten children (N =75) and
Chinese kindergarten children (N =60). The Chinese children perceived greater modulation among excerpts than the
Japanese children, and they showed more consistency in intended emotions. However, in two Chinese excerpts of ex-
cited cue, the rate of agreement in Japanese children was higher than the Chinese one (One is a significant difference,
and the other is a significant tendency). Also, for these two excerpts, the Chinese children’s agreement rate did not
reach the chance level. This result seemed to be due to an enculturation difference between the ethnic groups. More-
over, stepwise regression analysis showed that happy-sad distinctions were based largely on staccato-articulation and
great skip intervals in both ethnic groups. On the other hand, excited-calm distinctions were based on rhythmic activ-
ity among the Japanese, and staccato-articulation and great dynamics among the Chinese. There were no differences in

effects from ethnics in two distinctions.
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