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On the Despotate of Mistra
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Summary

In parallel with the cultural revival in Italy which we call “Renaissance”, there
did exist another Renaissance in the decaying Byzantine Empire during the 14th -
- and the 15th century. A. A. Vasiliev asserted this thesis in his “History of the
Byzantine Empire”, which was supported by O. Halecki and followed recently by
S. Runciman’s “The Last Byzantine Renaissance”. One cultural center was Mistsa
on the outskirt of ancient Sparta. Curiously the city of Mistra was not founded
by Greeks but by French crusaders who had invaded central and southern Greece
after the Fourth Crusade. The origin of the Despotate is due to the Cantacuzenian
family but after the acquisition by the Palaeogian dynasity Mistra became the

home of Greek revival, leaving many monuments with very interesting frescoes.
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